
PAUL’S PARISH NEWS

SAINT PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Breinigsville, PA

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
8227 Hamilton Boulevard
Breinigsville, PA 18031
Telephone: 610-398-7000

PAUL’S PARISH NEWS is published by St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

SEPTEMBER 2026

Pastor’s Corner -- Laundromat - - -

Auto -Mat, Laundromat, Casino slots, Juke box, Parking meters…
Depending on your memory or age - - what do these all have in common?
They were or are all coin operational. Some are fun, some are strictly
useful, some are - well - - you decide.

Laundromat – 1st one opened April 18, 1934 during the depression. It was
probably needed since many families could not afford any thing other than
a wash board or wringer washer and there was no way to wash larger
items such as blankets. They have continued to be useful especially with
apartment dwellers and travelers on extended trips.

“Pastor, you have lost it! What does a Laundromat have to do with
Church.” It washes things clean, what else? And what does God think
about it?
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Pastor’s Corner -- Laundromat - - -
Auto -Mat, Laundromat, Casino slots, Juke box, Parking meters…
Depending on your memory or age - - what do these all have in common?
They were or are all coin operational. Some are fun, some are strictly
useful, some are - well - - you decide.
Laundromat – 1st one opened April 18, 1934 during the depression. It was
probably needed since many families could not afford any thing other than
a wash board or wringer washer and there was no way to wash larger
items such as blankets. They have continued to be useful especially with
apartment dwellers and travelers on extended trips.
“Pastor, you have lost it! What does a Laundromat have to do with
Church.” It washes things clean, what else? And what does God think
about it? At Baptism, we accept the cleansing of a new life in Christ.

Whether we are an adult or if we are presenting as a child at the
font, we are “liberated from sin and death by the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” LBW Pg 121

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
The Nicene Creed

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. WOV
770

 When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his
death. For if we have been united with him in a death like his we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.LBW
Pg 206

Our worship is in recognition of our own baptism. It also invites others
into the fold of Christianity through baptism.
We should celebrate it every day when we wash our face, at each service,
and whenever we get caught in one of God’s rain showers. Don’t worry
about your hair, instead thank God for reminding you of your baptism.
Amen and Amen. Pastor
Ginny



3

MONTHLY PRAYER FAMILIES
In September we will be praying for the following families each week.

Sept 6 The Gade Family, The Gallagher Family,
The Goodwin Family, The Grammes Family

Sept 13 The Guzman Family, The Hallock Family,
The Hartley Family, The Heminitz Family

Sept 20 The Kellogg Family, The Kern Family,
The Kline Family, The Lehman Family

Sept 27 The MacMechan Family, The Marchetti Family
The Maslany Family, The Mesko Family

SIGN-UP SHEETS FOR 2026
BULLETIN & ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS

We are in need of bulletin sponsorships for 2026. The price is $20.00.
Call the church office to pick a date to sponsor or check the bulletin board
for available dates. Fill out the white slip with your name, date you are
sponsoring and the wording and place it in the folder under the signup
sheet.
Altar Flower Sponsorships are: one vase is $24.00 or both vases are
$48.00. If you are sponsoring both vases, PLEASE sign your name to
BOTH LINES. Fill out the blue slip with your name, date you are
sponsoring and the wording and place it in the folder under the signup
sheet. Call the church office to pick a date to sponsor or check the bulletin
board for available dates.
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PARISH NURSING NOTES
Happy Close of Summer. It is hard to believe that we will soon be entering
for the next season.
As I reflect over these few months, I would like to share a personal
experience and the importance of being aware of your surroundings.

One early morning in June, I awoke to what I thought was a mosquito bite.
As the next few hours progressed, I found myself in the local urgent care,
in and out of the emergency and then in transport to the ER.

I had been the victim of a spider bite that quickly developed into cellulitis
and sepsis. Upon arrival at the hospital my fever had advanced to 103
degrees, my BP elevated and I was becoming lethargic. Antibiotics were
quickly administered and I received oxygen.

I spent 5 days in the hospital for intravenous antibiotics and monitoring.

Most bug bites result in minor itching and some red bumps. Types of bugs
are mosquitoes, ticks, bedbugs and of course, spiders.
Most spiders are harmless but venomous bites such as black widows will
result in pain and muscle spasm.

Although the black widow and brown recluse is rare in our community,
they have been reported in the Pocono region. Symptoms appear within 6-
8 hours. Initially, the bite may appear like a blister and have a blue purple
bull's eye surrounding it.

What is important to know is the following signs and symptoms will occur
within a few hours:
Fever
Chills
Dizziness
Rapid Heart rate
Shortness of Breath
Itching
Nausea
Swelling
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Parish Nursing Notes cont’d
If untreated, a serious reaction may lead to kidney failure and seizure.
Seek medical attention as soon as possible.

As we move forward into the Fall, Horse and Deer flies can produce
extremely painful bites that may bleed, swell, result in large hives.

The ER informed me there have been several people treated for these
bites. Antibiotics are immediately given by intravenous route and then the
patients is on pills for 7-10 days.

Ticks have also been prevalent this summer and resulting in lab work,
antibiotics as some of these carry Lyme disease. With this bite, a visible
rash in a pattern of rings appears like the bull's eye on a target. This can
occur up to one month after the bite.

How Should We Prevent Bug Bites?

Use insect repellants
Sleep under a net
Shower after outdoor activities
Vaccinate for travel out of country
Reduce activities that increase exposure
Report any symptoms such as fever to a Dr as soon as possible

Stay safe and informed!
God Bless,

Susan Ferguson RN
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ALTAR GUILD, COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
AND READERS ARE NEEDED

Altar Guild, you would serve approximately every 6 weeks, coming to
church half an hour early and setting up the altar for communion. At the
end of the service, remove everything from the altar, including fresh
flower bouquets, water them, wash the communion-ware and put it away.

Communion Assistant: you would serve approximately every 6
weeks, assist during communion –usually pouring the grape juice while the
lay assistant handles the wine.

Reader: you would serve every 6 weeks to read the lessons during the
service. Please consider helping in one of these roles. Contact Steph
Wagaman with any questions.

2-Nicholas Theodore
4-Kathy Conrad
5-Laurin Mironov
11-Stephanie Wagaman
18-James Eisenhard Sr
20-Lisa Newhard
21-Emily Danner

Calise Eiswerth

23-Madeline
MacMechan
Hazel Pisauro

25-Luca Caricari
26-Carlene Brumbach

Steve Mesko
27-Jennifer Bentsen

Sharon Heminitz
28-Paula Smith

5 – James and Anita Eisenhard Jr.
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEEEVENTS
September 13th – Potluck
September 18th – Pizza and Movie Night

Looking ahead: Pet blessings will be held on October 4th after the
10:30 worship. There will be a basket raffle, food items for sale and
a bake sale. There will be a signup sheet on the table in the Narthex.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The council is working on replacing the phones in the church.

The council will meet in September with a representative from
the Synod to discuss our path forward.

JOYFUL RINGERS & CHOIR

Joyful Ringers (6:15 p.m.) and Choir (7:30 p.m.) start up on
September 10th.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION CLASS

Sunday school and confirmation classes begin on
September 20th.
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PRAYER SHAWL GROUP NEWS
We have made great
progress on our charity knit
and crochet projects - so far,
we have 80 preemie hats
and 120 soap sacks. Thanks
to all our makers!

For the congregation – we
are collecting bath-size bars
of soap to fill each soap sack.
If you would like to help out,
please consider purchasing
bar soap and placing it in the “Home Health Items” collection
box in the Narthex.
The soap sacks and preemie hats will be blessed on Sunday,
November 8. Our end date for finishing up soap sacks is
September 27. This gives us time to collect bar soap, fill the sacks,
and work out donation specifics. The end date for preemie hats is
November 1. There will be more donation-specific information
coming soon. If anyone is willing to help with delivery of these
items in November, please let Steph or Judy know.

In addition, our Plarn team continues to work hard processing bags
into Plarn, and weaving/crocheting sleeping mats for the homeless.
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of every month. Our September Plarn
day is Tuesday, September 15 at 1:30PM. Come and join us!

From Neighborhood House:
Please thank everyone from your church for their generosity.
Shellie
From Allenton Food Bank:
On behalf of the food bank, I extend a heartflet thanks for your
generous food donation of 239 pounds of cereal and other much
needed items. Jennifer Kelley
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GOD’S WORK〜 OUR HANDS IN ACTION
Christmas In July

On July 26th a combined church service was held with Zion Lehigh
Lutheran for a Sunday of Service. Both churches chose to collect non-
perishable food items to make lunch packs for Neighborhood House.
What a wonderful Christmas in July Celebration we shared together.
Fifty-two people attended the joint worship service. The gifts were
presented to the altar by Three Kings.
It is estimated that 12 boxes, each approximately 12” by 20”, held over
3000 combined items to be used to fill the 1000 lunch packs to be
handed out through Neighborhood House at Christ Lutheran Church.
On Sunday mornings, Neighborhood House provides a hot breakfast
and offers lunch packs for the unhoused community of Allentown.
Thank you to all those who participated in making this a successful
ministry to those who need our help: especially Dick Steltz and Zack
Dimovitz for their trumpet music throughout the service, Zack who
provided an extraordinary video to view with multiple 3 Kings from
over the centuries, reminding us of our own heritage. Joe Murotta
form St Paul’s, Dwight Lichtenwalner and Kevin Ruppert from Zion
Lehigh who was the Kings, and Becky and Keith Theodore who
stepped up to lead those helping in the Kitchen. Finally, Jeff
Waltemyer, Peggy Saylor, Rosemary Lehman, Jenn Bentsen, Judy
Walker and her sister Linda, who made sure the items were delivered
safely to Neighborhood House on a rainy Sunday afternoon.
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NEW BISHOP
At the 2026 Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly,
held June 4-6 at Split Rock Resort in Lake Harmony,
Pastor Jennifer Dee was elected to a six-year term as bishop,
becoming the first woman elected bishop of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod.
Bishop-Elect Dee has served as Lead Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church
since 2023, after serving as Associate Pastor there for more than
a decade. She was ordained in 2008 and previously served
St. John's Lutheran Church in Loogootee, Indiana.
She earned a Master of Divinity from Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia and a Bachelor of Arts from Keene State College.
Throughout her ministry, Pastor Dee has been actively involved
in synod and churchwide leadership, including service with the
ELCA Youth Gathering, Bear Creek Camp, internship supervision,
and clergy leadership development. Her community involvement has
included coaching Girls on the Run, participating in Lutheran Day
at the Capitol, supporting local schools and families, and coordinating
community outreach initiatives.
Pastor Dee describes her leadership style as servant leadership,
grounded in listening, collaboration, authenticity, and empowering
others to thrive in their callings. She is passionate about preaching,
sharing Holy Communion, fostering meaningful relationships, and
creating spaces where faithful and courageous conversations can take
place.
As bishop, Pastor Dee hopes to help the synod navigate a changing
church landscape by addressing communal grief, embracing renewal,
and discerning together where God is leading the church. She believes
the church is called to be an Easter people, trusting that through God's
resurrection promise, new life and new possibilities continue to emerge.

Pastor Dee will succeed The Rev. Christopher deForest, who is
completing his first term as bishop. We give thanks for Bishop deForest's
faithful leadership and look forward to Bishop-Elect Dee's ministry as she
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NEW BISHOP CONT’D

prepares to begin serving the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod.
Information regarding the installation service will be announced at a later
date.

CALLIGRAPHER NEEDED
We are in need of a calligrapher! If you are a calligrapher or know
someone who is, please reach out to the church office. Thank you for
helping us spread the word!

ALLENTOWN FOOD BANK

Please remember our friends at the food bank. Some items that are in need
are:
Pasta
Sauce
Evaporated milk
Soup
Jello
Oatmeal
Juice boxes
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WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
[WELCA]

Our monthly meeting was held on Wednesday, August 12, 2026.
The ladies discussed having a Soup and Sandwich lunch the first

Sunday in January following worship, followed by a program. We will
discuss the program we will present at our September meeting.

Our Bible Study was I am worthy. Session three I am because you are.
by Sara Olson-Smith.

We discussed: “Who is someone upon whom you are dependent?”
“Who is someone who is dependent on you?” which led to a very
enlightening conversation as to who we depend on and who depends on
us.
Please join us on September 9th for the start of another Bible study, this

on “Bold faith on an unexpected journey”.

 The 2026 Gather Bible study topics
o Fall (September/October/November 2026): “Bold faith on an

unexpected journey,” by the Rev. Tiffany Chaney.
o Winter (December 2026/January/February 2027): Advent

devotional (author details to come) and a two-part study by Wanda
Frenchman (topic to come).

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO THESE EVENTS

NEWS FROM THE NEPA WELCA - - - - - - SAVE THE DATE Fall Fun & Service Event, Saturday, September 19, 2026, Hope
Tatamy. Registration is due September 14th. The Flame was mailed on July 23rd. Ladies, please let Sharon Bortz
know if you didn’t receive a hard copy or email copy and would like
one. The Flame is the NEPA WELCA newsletter that is published
twice during the year.

Join us for our next meeting, Wednesday, September 8th, 2026, at 9:30
a.m. for a time of fellowship a Bible study.
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Sunday, September 6, 2026 – The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11 The prophet’s responsibility to warn the people

Psalm 119:33-40 I desire the path of your commandments
Romans 13:8-14 Live honorably as in the day

Matthew 18:15-20 Reconciliation in the community of faith

Sunday, September 13, 2026 – The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph reconciles with his brothers

Psalm 103:[1-7]8-13 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy
Romans 14:1-12 Accepting diversity in the community of faith

Matthew 18:21-35 A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith

Sunday, September 20, 2026 – The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jonah 3:10-4:11 God’s concern for the city of Nineveh

Psalm 145:1-8 The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love
Philippians 1:21-30: Standing firm in the gospel

Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard workers

Sunday, September 27, 2026 – The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 18:1-4, and 25-32 The fairness of God’s way

Psalm 25:1-9 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love
Philippians 2:1-13 Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross

Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God’s will
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER IS
SEPTEMBER 17TH
PLEASE HAVE YOUR

ARTICLES SUBMITTED TO
THE CHURCH OFFICE

BY THIS DATE.

CHURCH OFFICE: 610-398-7000
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
EMAIL: office@stpaulsbville.org
Website : www.stpaulsbville.org

STAFF
Interim Pastor...........................The Rev. Ginny Goodwin
Organist/Choir Director..............................Ms. Judy Noll
Handbell Director ................................Mr. Richard Steltz
Parish Secretary.................................Mrs. Jennifer Doyle

mailto:office@stpaulsbville.org
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
September 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

9:30 a.m.-Amazing Womens
Seniors Group

4 5

6 Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
9:00 a.m.-Worship
10:30 a.m.-Worship

7
10:00 a.m.-Bible Study

OFFICE CLOSED

8
7:00 p.m.-Council
Asst. to Bishop

9
9:30 a.m.-WELCA

10
9:30 a.m.-Amazing Womens

Seniors Group
6:15 p.m.-Joyful Ringers
7:30 p.m.-Choir

11 12

13 Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

9:00 a.m.-Worship
10:30 a.m.- Worship
11:30 a.m. – Potluck

14
10:00 a.m.-Bible Study

15
1:30 p.m. - PLARN

16
6:30 p.m.-Haafsville

Board Meeting

17
9:30 a.m.-Amazing Womens

Seniors Group
6:15 p.m.-Joyful Ringers
7:30 p.m.-Choir

18
6:00 – Pizza
7:00 – Movie

19

20 Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

9:00 a.m.-Worship
9:15 a.m.-Sunday School
9:15 a.m.-Confirmation Class
9:45 a.m.-Blood Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m.-Worship

21
10:00 a.m.-Bible Study

22

First Day of Autumn

23 24
9:30 a.m.-Amazing Womens

Seniors Group
6:15 p.m.-Joyful Ringers
7:30 p.m.-Choir

25 26

27 Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

9:00 a.m.-Worship
9:15 a.m.-Sunday School
9:15 a.m.-Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m.-Worship

28
10:00 a.m.-Bible Study

29 30 31
9:30 a.m.-Amazing Womens

Seniors Group
6:15 p.m.-Joyful Ringers
7:30 p.m.-Choir

8227 Hamilton Boulevard, Breinigsville, PA
(610) 398-7000 / office@stpaulsbville.org

Can’t get to Church on Sunday? Watch us on Facebook.
You do NOT have to be registered to do so.

www.facebook.com/stpaulsbville

mailto:office@stpaulsbville.org
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsbville


WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
September 2026

If you cannot fulfill an assigned duty, please call the church office at 610-398-7000 or the
Council Person of the Month – Melanie Dimovitz 484-649-5705

Sunday, September 6, 2026 Sunday, September 20, 2026
9:00AM 10:30AM 9:00AM 10:30AM
No Assistants Ushers: Cal Fetherolf, Amy Williams No Assistants Ushers: Zack Dimovitz, Carl Seibert

Altar Guild: Amy Williams Altar Guild: Esther Seibert
Communion Asst: Tom Kellogg Communion Asst: Rosemary Lehman
Communion Bread: Bruce & Sandi Wagaman Communion Bread: Melanie Dimovitz
Greeter: Cal Fetherolf Greeter: Carl & Esther Seibert
Lay Asst: Rosemary Lehman Lay Asst: Daisy Pearson
Reader: Tom Kellogg Reader: Rosemary Lehman

Sunday, September 13, 2026 Sunday, September 27, 2026
9:00AM 10:30AM 9:00AM 10:30AM
No Assistants Ushers: Frank Bennighoff, Ken Ritter No Assistants Ushers: Rosie Gallagher, Peggy Saylor

Altar Guild: Janine Ritter Altar Guild: Jennifer Bentsen
Communion Asst: Sharon Bortz Communion Asst: Bob Bruchak
Communion Bread: Carol Derr-Breinig Communion Bread: Bob Bruchak
Greeter: Melanie Dimovitz Greeter: Peggy Saylor
Lay Asst: Bob Bruchak Lay Asst: Dick Steltz
Reader: Melanie Dimovitz Reader: Sandi Wagaman
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October 2026 LMD NL news  
will be due September 14, 2026.  

 
Please email any information to 

lmd.newslettereditor@gmail.com 

 
 

 

LMD Rostered 
Leaders Gathering: 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
at 10:30 AM 
Zion’s Lutheran, Old Zionsville 
(5901 Kings Highway S.)  
 

We shall reconvene after our 
summer hiatus to reconnect 
and also review the scriptures 
verses collected at the LMD 
Spring assembly last May. 
Bring your ideas and your 
hopes for our monthly 
sessions this year. Snacks, 
coffee, and tea provided.  
 

For those who are interested, 
a brief tour of the one room 
schoolhouse just a short 5-
minute drive down the hill will 
be available. Although the 
present schoolhouse building 
is from the 19th century, it is 
on the site where Rev. Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg 
preached in 1748 (and almost 
died in the swamp on his way 
getting there). Since then, 
the property is still jointly 
owned and managed by the 
Lutheran, UCC, and 
Mennonite congregations. 

 

I received some criticism a few years ago when I proposed that the Lehigh Mission 
District rostered ministers discuss the topic: “The Collapse of the ELCA.” My point 
was NOT to predict our institutional end date, but rather to begin a serious 
conversation of the seemingly evident fact that the Lutheran church in the Lehigh 
Valley as we know it today is in a period of rapid decline, and with this discussion 
comes a second consideration: which of our current ministries are most vulnerable to 
this decline? A recent Council meeting at my own congregation revealed significant 
financial struggles: expenses continue to outpace offerings and other income. We’ve 
begun the somewhat difficult-to-stomach process of dipping into the principal of our 
investments, while also making a general plea to the congregation to remember that 
the church’s expenses continue over the summer months even as folks go on 
vacation. Our financial situation has once again awakened concerns about our shared 
future as a congregation. Given the challenging nature of these discussions, many 
ideas are proposed, but consensus around “what should we do” remains elusive.  
 
Based on conversations with colleagues in the area, there seems to be a growing 
sense of desperation that we may be living in the last days of the Lutheran church as 
we know it. Even so, there is still reason to be hopeful. Ministries like food pantries 
seem to be attracting more and more volunteers and resources. My congregation 
began a food pantry in 2009 as an informal cooperation between 5 congregations in 
the Zionsville area. This food pantry has grown and evolved into its own 501c3 
nonprofit. Members of the 5 charter congregations continue to volunteer alongside 
new volunteers who are members of the Jewish faith and volunteers who claim no 
faith tradition of their own, all coming together to feed our neighbors in need. Though 
our congregation’s role in the food pantry has diminished over time, we still provide 
an important resource: a building. This leads me to the question that keeps me 
awake at night in the midst of our congregation’s financial struggles: “What happens 
to the food pantry if we close?” 
 
Over the course of the next months, we will be highlighting some of the organizations 
in our mission district territory that help to alleviate food insecurity. Perhaps together 
we can collaborate and brainstorm “rainy day” plans to support the organizations 
most impacted by church decline. To frame this discussion, I invite each of our 
congregations into honest conversations around three questions, on the next page.  
If we dare to be honest with ourselves, we might receive some clarity; and through 
this clarity we might be compelled to act; and through action, we may in fact become 
the church that God is inviting us to become. 
  

(continued on the next page ) 

 Photo Credit: Gabriel Michael 

https://www.vecteezy.com/?utm_source=vecteezy-download&utm_medium=license-info-pdf&utm_campaign=license-info-document
mailto:lmd.newslettereditor@gmail.com


 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
www.theneighborhoodcenterallentown.com 

344 N. 7th Street, Allentown, PA 18102 
Phone: 610-434-5799 

 

The Neighborhood Center is dedicated to providing 
early childhood education, specifically designed for 

our Early Learners, to prepare them for 
kindergarten. They also offer an Elementary 

Program and a Teens Program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.FPlehighvalley.org 
1346 W. Hamilton Street, Allentown PA 18102  

Phone: 610-351-1368 
 

Family Promise of Lehigh Valley (FPLV), a 501(c)(3) 
organization that provides shelter, meals, and case 

management to children and families 
experiencing/at risk of homelessness in the LV.  

 

FREE T-SHIRT for INDIVIDUALS who 
raise $150 or more by 10/18/26 

 

(T-shirts will also be available for purchase 
at the 10/18/26 CROP Hunger Walk.) 

 
GOLDEN SNEAKER, SILVER SANDAL, and 
BRONZE BOOTIE awards will be presented  

at the walk for 2025 winners. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Birthday, Anniversary, or Anytime GIFT IDEA 
In honor of loved ones, give the gift of life! 

DONATE ANYTIME at 
www.crophungerwalk.org/allentownpa 

 
Checks for “CWS/CROP” may also be mailed 

to Linda Held, CROP Treasurer, 3441 
Devonshire Rd, Allentown, PA 18103 

 

 Greater Allentown CROP 
Hunger Walk:  

Sunday, October 18, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., 

with registration beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
at St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

(140 S. Ott St., Allentown, PA 18104) 
 

REMINDERS: 
1) Congregations/Businesses/Groups: 

REGISTER your CROP Hunger Walk 
TEAM  

2) Congregations/Businesses/Groups: 

SPONSOR the CROP Hunger Walk with a 

donation of $100 or more  

3) Individuals: DONATE and/or REGISTER  

TO WALK  

4) Everyone: SPREAD THE WORD to family, 

friends, and other members of your 

congregation/group/business! Ask them to 

donate and/or walk! Share with them the 

attached Walker-Donor flyer! 

 

Faith and Civic Life 
 

Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Spir i t , Emmaus, has used 
the LAMPa study “Fai th and 
Civic Li fe and  found i t  very 
user fr iendly and a good 
discussion star ter.  The 6-
week study introduces 
people to the  ELCA Social  
Statement Faith and Civic 
Li fe,  clari f ies the di fference 
between pol i t ics and 
partisanship,and promotes 
civic engagement as a 
matter  of  fai thful  
discipleship.  
 
Holy Spir i t  has also 
developed a Fai th and Civic 
Li fe team which engages in 
discussion about what  
concerns members of the 
team, offers these concerns 
in lament and prayer,  and 
encourages members to 
support  one another as they 
seek to discern where God 
is cal l ing them to engage as  
individuals and as a group.  
 
For more information 
contact Ruth Doty 
rdmsmdiv@gmail .com,  
co-chair of the Faith and 
Civic Li fe  team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Basket Social 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(1028 Church Street, 
Fogelsville)  
 

Friday, October 2nd  
  from 6:00 - 8:00 pm    
Saturday, October 3rd  
 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
Over 100 baskets and 50 gift 
cards to win! Food items 
available on the 3rd. 
 
Please see the attached flyer. 

(continued from previous page)   
 

1. What do we want (as a congregation)? 
2. What can we offer? 
3. What are we willing to let go? 

 
The Rev. Thomas D. Busteed,  
Lehigh Mission District Dean 

 
OPERATION SUNSHINE 

1933 Hanover Ave, Allentown, PA 18109 
Phone:  610-435-9155 

Open: Mon 11-3 and Wed. 11-3 
Email: LMDopsunshine@aol.com 

Website: www.LMDopsunshine.com 
Paula & Dick Skelly, Co-Trip Coordinators 

 

Operation Sunshine is a non-profit 
fellowship opportunity within our Mission 

District, run solely by volunteers. 
 

Many of the shows are close to sold 
out or only a few seats remaining, 

so don’t wait!!! 
 

If you are interested, we encourage you to put your 
name on a wait list for any sold-out shows. 

 

Please see the attached newsletter or  
visit the website for more info. 

 

http://www.fplehighvalley.org/
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/allentownpa
https://www.lmdopsunshine.com/


VOLUME 34 | ISSUE 9 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 Connections That Go Beyond Camp 
Submitted by Stacey Burke, NEPA Synod Director of Communications and Bear Creek Camp Board Member

 
For generations, Bear Creek Camp has been a place where 
young people experience faith through community, 
creation, worship, play, and relationships. As a ministry 
supported by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
through Mission Support, the connection between Bear 
Creek Camp and the synod extends far beyond financial 
gifts. 

Each summer, pastors and deacons from across the 
Northeastern & Southeastern Pennsylvania Synods are 
among those who become part of the camp community by 
serving as volunteer chaplains. This summer, the Rev. Liz 
Koerner from St. John Lutheran Church in Stroudsburg, PA and Bishop-Elect the Rev. Jennifer Dee each spent a week 
at Bear Creek Camp, offering support to campers and staff while experiencing the ministry of camp firsthand. 

For Pastor Koerner, who has served as a Bear Creek chaplain three times, camp has long held a special place in her 
heart. “Through my years as a chaperone for Confirmation Camp at Calumet in New Hampshire, to working at a 
United Methodist camp during my summers in college, I have seen how an immersive experience in God’s creation 

with loving counselors and inclusive environments can change 
the mind and heart of a child,” she shared. 

The role of a chaplain can look different each week. Chaplains 
may lead Bible studies, accompany campers on activities, 
provide pastoral care, support counselors, or simply offer 
another trusted presence within the camp community. 

Bear Creek Camp Executive Director Collin Grooms sees that 
flexibility as one of the strengths of the program. “Every 
chaplain brings themselves to the role, which, like our summer 
staff and campers, is different for everyone,” Collin said. “Each 
person adds to the overall tapestry of our camp community 
for the week by sharing their unique gifts, interests, and 
passions.” 

For Bishop-Elect Dee, serving as a chaplain offered the opportunity to return to a ministry that has been part of her 
own faith journey. She grew up attending camp and later served on summer staff at Camp Calumet in New England. 
“A chaplain spends a week at camp getting to know campers and staff and being a support to them both,” she 
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explained. “They are an additional trusted adult to listen, 
laugh, learn, and connect.” 

Sometimes those connections happen in unexpected 
places. Bishop-Elect Dee recalled leading a Bible study 
from hammocks with a group of younger campers. As 
they ended their time together in prayer, voices began 
popping up from different hammocks as campers shared 
the things for which they were thankful. 

Pastor Koerner experienced a similar moment during 
Family Camp while talking with a parent and their sons 
about trusting God, trusting themselves, and leaning on 
community during difficult times. 

Camp ministry also has an impact on the clergy who serve. Pastor Koerner described a sense of God’s presence at 
camp. “The Spirit is always moving, and God is always at work in ways we can’t always know right away,” she said. 
“But at camp it feels all encompassing and that at any moment joy and love and growth in faith can happen.” 

The relationship between Bear Creek Camp and the synod reaches beyond the camp property as well. During session 
five this summer, three Bear Creek Camp staff members traveled to Reading to serve alongside ministries including 
Café Esperanza, Refresh Berks, and Adventure Day Camp at Zion Spies Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Collin spent time at Café Esperanza, where he connected with the Rev. Rashon “Woody” Santiago and learned more 
about how another ministry supported by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod navigates that relationship. Bear 
Creek staff also brought camp into the community in a tangible way, taking archery equipment to Adventure Day 
Camp so its campers and staff could experience an activity normally associated with a week at Bear Creek. 

These connections demonstrate how Mission Support can bring ministries together, allowing them to share 
resources, learn from one another, and discover new opportunities to serve. The chaplain program creates another 
bridge between Bear Creek Camp and congregations throughout the region. “Having chaplains from different 
churches across our two synods is impactful because they can provide a direct perspective of our shared ministry 
back to their community and congregation,” Collin shared. 

For families, seeing a familiar pastor or deacon at camp can provide an additional sense of connection and trust. The 
chaplain program also helps connect congregations more closely with the ministry they support. “It’s an opportunity 
for first-hand connection with ministry realities and a chance to connect to where congregational donations are 
supporting ongoing ministry through gifts that support facilities projects and year-round operational needs,” Collin 
said.  

Through Mission Support, volunteer chaplains, shared resources, and relationships across ministries, Bear Creek 
Camp and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod continue to strengthen one another. What happens during a week 
at camp does not stay at camp. It travels home through campers, clergy, staff, families, and congregations, creating 
connections that continue long after summer ends. 

 

Help Make Ministry Possible 
Mission Support strengthens congregations, supports leaders, and helps new ministries 
take root across our synod and the wider church. Thank you for being part of this 
shared ministry. Learn more about Mission Support and how your congregation can 
support at godslove.org/missionsupport. 
 

https://nepasynod.org/missionsupport/
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Christmas in July
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