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Dear Members and Friends,

We are fast approaching not only Christmas, but also
Advent, a season many of us forget to observe. God’s
people cherish Advent as a season of hope, a time of
waiting for the Lord. Advent begins four Sundays
before Christmas, ends on Christmas Eve, and focuses
on Christ’s coming: in Jesus’ birth, in everyday living, and in Christ’s
final return. Joyful anticipation, loving preparation, and patient waiting
for God’s wonderful ways characterize the Advent postures of the faithful.

Although many Christians think of Christ’s coming only in terms of
Jesus’ birth, the Advent season encourages us to anticipate God’s coming
to us now and in the future. Do we not wait for God’s wonderful ways in
our daily lives? Are we not always preparing for Christ’s return? Can we
not grow to discover Christ more fully present in the daily wonders of
life?

As we prepare the manger for the Christ child, we also make room in
our hearts and minds for Christ’s daily coming. We long for the Christ to
return to fully express God’s wonderful ways once again. Such patient
waiting and loving preparation embody the essence of Advent.

During Christmas, God’s people celebrate Jesus’ birth and regard the
season as a time of gladness and joy. We revel in God’s wonderful ways
and rejoice in God’s flesh-and-blood presence with us. The season begins
with Christmas Day, December 25, and continues for the next 11 days.
Although some people put Christmas behind them on December 26, many
Christians extend their celebration of Jesus’ birth, of God’s wonderful
ways, of God’s deep and abiding love for us, through January 5.

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas allows us to give to others as
God gives to us — graciously and generously. Often, we make an extra
effort to reach out to those in need during this season, remembering Jesus’
dependence in his infancy upon Mary and Joseph and the people of
Bethlehem. So Christians celebrate Christ’s coming — graciously,
generously, and joyfully!

Happy Advent — Merry Christmas!

Al
gy

Pastor Miller

Nancy and I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New
Year!



WORSHIP AND MUSIC

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Yes, it’s here already. Advent marks the beginning
of a new church year. Are you ready?

Volunteers have already decorated the church. Thank you, Anita for taking
the lead!

On Sunday, December 10, during our regular worship service, the choir
will present the cantata “Silent Was the Night” by Lani Smith. It includes
some congregational participation, so warm up your voices!

Because Christmas is on a Sunday this year, we have quite a busy
Christmas Eve. In the morning, we will have our regular 10:30 worship
service celebrating the fourth Sunday in Advent. At 4:00, we will have our
family Christmas Eve service. The children will take part in the service
and be singing. Preludes will include instrumentals by the children,

bells, and other special music. At 9:00, we will have our second Christmas
Eve service which will include even more special music including
handbells.

December 31 will be a service of lessons and carols.

We will certainly be busy! All hands on deck! If you would like to
volunteer in any way, please Call Cindy in the office. I’m sure she will
find something for you to do!

BILE STUDY

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY - Just a reminder, we will not
be meeting on Monday, November 27", the Monday after Thanksgiving.
The remainin% dates of meeting will be November 20", December 4™, and
December 11",



CHRISTMAS TEA

Following worship on December 10", there will be
Christmas cookies and tea to enjoy. Please bring
Christmas cookies to share with fellow

members. Tea will be provided.

CARD MINISTRY

Here at St. Paul’s we send cards to members of the
(c) congregation who are ill or in need of a cheerful word.
{ These cards are on the table in the narthex. When you
ﬁ are here on a Sunday, or during the week, check he
table to see if there is a card. Please sign your name

Cfmﬁ!s&? the and help bring a smile to a fellow member.
omebound

THE PERFECT GIFT

Do you stress about finding just the right gift for everyone on your
Christmas list? Does it make the season more a hassle than a joy? Pastor
Mike Slaughter reminds us that Christmas isn’t about perfect presents for
people, as if it were their birthday — or ours. Christmas is about the
perfect presence of Immanuel, God with us, through the birth of Jesus; it’s
his birthday, after all!

In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon), Slaughter writes, “How
funny that it can be so hard to find gifts that will please certain family
members or friends — the people who seem to have everything — and yet
it is so clear what the Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his
birthday. God wants you — your time, your talent and your treasure —
used in service to others.”



PRAYER SHAWL WORKING MEETING

Thanks to all who participated in our prayer shawl get-together on Sunday,
November 12. As a result, we have many prayer shawls and lap robes in
progress.

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULES

I am working on these schedules. | apologize that they are not done at this
time. Surgery has put me behind in finding people to fill these positions.
I will get it done as soon as possible.



IRONPIGS GAME

Announce the IronPigs game. Sunday, July 8, 2018. We again will be in
the PeneTele Data Box. Those who attended the game this year enjoyed
to fact we were the only ones in the box. We were under cover and the
food was great. Mark your calendars.

PRAYER CHAIN COMMITTEE

A note to let you know that if anyone is in need of additional
prayers for someone in your family or someone you know,
please call Judy Walker at 610 351-6040 or cell # 610 573
7117. She will start the prayer chain by calling the people
who serve on that committee. They in turn will keep extra
prayers going for that person. All we need is a name of
someone in need of prayer, a reason does not have to be
given as to why you want the extra prayers.

If you would like to become a member of this committee, just let me
know. | am contacting the Prayer Chain Committee electronically using
text messages and email from my cell phone. If you do not have a cell
phone or computer, we can still contact you by phone. So if you want to
be of service to those who need extra prayers, just contact me using the
numbers above or see me at Church. This only takes a brief amount of
time and there are no meetings to attend! We all need extra prayers and
they do not take a lot of time but are of great comfort.


tel:(610)%20351-6040

WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF AMERICA

Our October meeting was on November 8. We had a business meeting,
discussed upcoming events for our group followed by a Bible Study.

Made final plans for November 14, Lehigh Cluster Meeting, ldentity
Theft, scheduled with the Trexlertown Senior Group in Fellowship
Hall at 1 p.m.

Thankoffering Sunday is scheduled for November 19.

We will also be collecting items for the In-gathering as well as
receiving a list for wrapped gifts which will be due December 3, 2017.
Ingathering at St. John’s, Emmaus, December 6 at 10:30 a.m.
TBD....date for Spring Cluster Meeting on The Sandwich Generation.
The Fall Cluster meeting will be on Water Crisis in America.

Our Bible Study was Session Three: | believe in Holy Spirit.....The
Apostles’ Creed by Julia Seymour. The Apostles’ Creed is made up of
three sections or articles. The First Article talks about God, the Holy
Parent. In October, we will have session two: | believe in Jesus
Christ.....which says specific things about Jesus.

Please join us on December 13, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. for our next meeting.



DECEMBER
FOOD BANK ITEMS OF THE MONTH

The congregation has donated to the Food Bank throughout the year but
the needs of those less fortunate continue. So please continue to bring
nonperishable food items along to worship.

Each month we plan to feature a food item, but any item will be
acceptable.

THANK YOU to all who brought in soup during our monthly
collection for the food bank.

During December our “food of the month” will be tuna or canned meats.

THE EMMAUS CHORALE PRESENTS:
“GLAD TIDINGS WE SING”

Join us for a concert of the Emmaus Chorale which is scheduled for 3:00
p.m. on Sunday, December 10, 2017, at Faith Presbyterian Church, North
2" & Cherokee Streets, Emmaus. The Chorale, under the direction of
Laura Rabenold, will celebrate the season with a variety of selections,
some with organ, flute, piano, harp and trumpet. Included will be
“Alleluia” by Randall Thompson; “Mary Had A Baby” (Spiritual)
arranged by Craig Courtney; “Then Sings My Soul (How Great Thou
Art)” by Stuart K. Hine, setting by Mary McDonald; “The Holly and The
Ivy” arranged by John Rutter. For more information, contact Carole Ann
Trout at 610-398-4496.



THANK YOU LETTERS
To the members Of St. Paul’s,
During a time like this we realize how much our friends and relatives
really mean to us....

Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered

Emily Danner and family

To The Members Of The Prayer Shawl Group,

Thank you for the prayer shawl given to me after my surgery. | have used
it often and the prayers have helped with my recovery.

Bob Nickisher.

To the members Of St. Paul’s,

Thank you for all the words of encouragement, prayers and cards for
my recent surgery. Everything went well and I am on the mend and some
weight has already come off. Looking forward to losing more.

A big thank you to Carole Beck and Sharon Bortz for covering the
office for me in my time away.

Cindy Krasnansky



HOW YOU CAN HELP CINDY
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE

There are four areas in which you can help.

HOSPITALIZED

If you or someone you know is in the hospital, or going in, please call me
in the office at 610-398-7000 to let me know. When you go into the
hospital remember to give the admission office our church code of #321.
If you are not register with our code and | don’t know you are in, | can’t
pass it on to a pastor to visit.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES

If you have changed your email address please let me know. When | send
information of upcoming events or reminders of things happening at St.
Paul’s, some emails are being returned. | have made phone calls but often
do not hear back.

NO LONGER USING EMAIL ADDRESS
I have heard indirectly that even though you may have an email address,
you are not using it. If you would let me know, I can update my records.

NO HOME PHONE #

When we were making calls for the pictorial directory, we found that
some members no longer have a home phone (land line). If you no longer
have a land line, please call the office or send me an email at
office@stpaulsbville.org, so I can update my records.

Thank you for helping me out in the office.
Cindy
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 6 Ingathering at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Emmaus
December 10 Christmas Tea & Potluck
December 24 10:30 a.m. — Worship

4:00 p.m. — Family Service

9:00 p.m. — Festival Service

GROUPS THAT MEET HERE AT ST. PAUL’S
TREXLERTOWN SENIOR ASSOCIATION

The Trexlertown Seniors are looking for new members. We meet
every Tuesday at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Our meetings start at 1:00 p.m. Some come a little early to socialize.
Light refreshments are served.

From time to time we have a speaker come in. We play bingo, have
trivia, play cards, pinochle and more  If you have any questions, stop in
and attend one of our meetings.

TOPS
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

TOPS meets here at St. Paul’s every Thursday morning. They are here for
you if you are having trouble losing that weight. They provide help and
support. Weigh-in is from 9:45 a.m. — 10:45 a.m. The meeting begins at
11:00 a.m. and lasts an hour.
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
The following memorial contributions have been received in memory of
Richard Danner:

Evelyn Arndt

Dana & Linda Aston

John & Marlene Bergstresser
Jean Donmoyer

Thomas Donmoyer

Lowell Hawk

Dennis Hinkel

Althea & Robert Lehr
Lower Macungie Township
Edwin & Daisy Pearson
Lee & Debra Phillips
Robert & Janice Scholl
Homer & Ruth Williams

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
The following memorial contributions have been received in memory of
Karen Feimster:

Misty Bogle

Tom & Patti Delse

Paul Feimster

Susan Steward

Frank & Judy Szukics
Bruce & Sandi Wagaman
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF OUR
CHURCH IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Linford Bastian Horace Eisenhard Helen Kessler
Jack Parmer Kathy Shryock Cathy Waltemyer
Larry Wingard Paul Xander

t/IA-’ ;:‘Iﬁ )
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1 Hughey Haughney 12 Shayla Morgan

2 Angela Kropf 12 Heather Sedlak
3 Melanie Dimovitz 13 Carson Morgan
3 Doug Ebersole 15 Deb Sheppo
6 Kay Balliet 16 Marion Reichard
6 Amy Mutis 19 Frank Bennighoff
7 Andrew Bruchak 19 Diane Kropf
7 Luke Walters 22 Chris Mesko-Holzer
8 Calvin Fetherolf 23 Jennifer Carlson
9 Carl Schmoyer IlI 25 Mary Ann Spengler
10 Patty Spencer 28 Linford Bastian
11 Betty Marchetti 29 Carol Derr-Breinig

S22 OoDECEMBER
==~ A NNIVERSARIES

11 Jerry & Heather Sedlak

19 Patrick & Sommer Cope

22 Jesse & Jodi Eisenhard

30 Paul & Susan Xander

31 Doug & Diana Ebersole

31 Fahed & Jessica Sallit

FUNERAL
Pastor Carey officiated at the funeral of Karen Feimster on November 18.
Pastor Carey officiated at the funeral of Jack Parmer on November 29.
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JOURNEY TO

BETHLEHEM

N In the Christmas story in Luke 2, an angel tells

some shepherds to go see baby Jesus in Bethlehem.

START Directions: Follow the maze to arrive in Bethiehem.
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Pu==]e!

Use the clues to fill in the blanks.Then write the word
from the boldface vertical column. Also unscramble

the circled letters to reveal a seasonal phrase.
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Seasonal phrase:

9.

(D

word:

. Carolers and instrumentalists make this
. What happens at malls
. The angel Gabriel appeared to her

. You’ll find this under a Christmas tree
. He was a carpenter
. Joseph had to pay this in Bethlehem
. The “ship of the desert”
. Cattle eat out of this
. Shepherds tend this
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER IS

DECEMBER 10, 2017

PLEASE HAVE YOUR
ARTICLES SUBMITTED TO
THE CHURCH OFFICE
BY THIS DATE.

1O THIE OMNLLY
SE C. 01D BE

ROMNMANS 16277, SNV

CHURCH OFFICE: 610-398-7000
HOSPITAL CODE: #321
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
EMAIL: office@stpaulsbville.org
Website: www.stpaulsbville.org

STAFE
PaStor........coooiiiiieiiee e The Rev. Carey Miller
Organist/Choir DIrector ..........ccccovevvervennns Ms. Judy Noll
Handbell Director...........cccocvvviiienenne. Mr. Richard Steltz
Parish Secretary ..........ccccceevennenn. Mrs. Cindy Krasnansky
SEXION .o Mr. Charlie Meitzler
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