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Dear Friends,

We are now into the season of Easter, a time of rejoicing, a time
for celebrating and remembering the new life given to us in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Upon hearing the good news of Jesus
resurrection, some of the earliest followers asked: “What
should we do now?’” The answer was “repent and believe the
good news”. Repent in this case, does not mean just to say we are sorry
for our sin, but rather to change our life. We are to turn away from self-
interest and turn toward love of God and love of neighbor. Knowing how
hard this would be for us, Jesus has gifted us with the power of the Holy
Spirit. In the song, “Jesus Loves Me”, there is a phrase that says; “I am
weak, but He is strong”. St Paul writes: | can do all things through Christ
Jesus who strengthens me.” (Phil 4:23) The power of the resurrection, the
power of God’s love poured out for us through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus is a power that lives this very day. As we seek the
Holy Spirit to be active in our lives, God will lead us and guide us.

During this season of Easter and always, let us remember that Christ is
Risen, He is risen indeed! May we pray that the Risen Christ will
continue to lead us, and strengthen us to do the work that Jesus himself
went about as he walked on this earth. May we love God and serve our
neighbor with all of our heart, mind and soul.

Growing with you in faith,
Pastor Laura



Stewardship's Null Curriculum
By Rolf Jacobson

This article was first published on|l uther Seminary’s Web site | at

http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship/

God cares at least as much about the money you don’t give away to
charity as God does about the money that you do.

God doesn’t just care about the 10% (or 5% or 2%) of the money that you
give to God. God does care about the money you share with God, of
course. But God also cares at least as much about what you do with the
90% (or 95% or 98%) of the money that you save and spend as God cares
about the money you share.

But the church has trained people to think that God only cares about the
money that we give away -- especially the money that we’ve given to the
church.

By emphasizing “the tithe” and giving “off the top” -- which are noble
ideas -- we’ve accidentally taught people that God only cares about what
we give away. You know, 10% belongs to God; the rest belongs to you.
Give that 10% to the church, which will use it for God’s purposes. The
other 90%? Do whatever you want with it.

And we’ve done the same thing when it comes to the stewardship of our
lives and our time. We’ve told people: “Your time and talents are valuable
when you volunteer at church. See, we call you up front and pray for you
when you are installed on the church council, or as a Sunday School
teacher, or are sent off on a trip with the youth.”

Some congregations still use “Time and Talent” surveys -- which you’ll
notice are about the options for your time and energy spent involved at
church.

We should be telling people something like this: Because we belong to
God, everything about us belongs to God: our selves, our bodies, our
families, our time, our relationships -- even our possessions. In light of
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that, the question we ought to be asking ourselves is: how do people who
belong to God regard their belongings?

Or even better, we should be asking people, “What is God up to in your
spending and saving? Where is the power of the Holy Spirit at work in the
dollars that pass virtually through the chip reader when you buy groceries,
clothes, gas, and so on? What’s God up to far across the ocean when you
buy a piece of clothing manufactured in China?”

We could be wondering with people, “What is God up to in my
investing? Where is God stirring when | put my money in the stock
market?”

Or, “What is God up to when I’m tipping my hair stylist, or the single-
mother waitress who hustles tables all day, or the Uber driver who isn’t
supposed to accept tips?”

It isn’t just the widow’s mite that God cares about. Your entire family
budget says something about your faith in Christ. Your entire stock
portfolio may be something through which God is up to good work in the
world.

Dr. Rolf A. Jacobson serves as Professor of Old Testament and The Alvin
N. Rogness Chair of Scripture, Theology, and Ministry at Luther
Seminary.



WORSHIP AND MUSIC

As a Lutheran church, we follow an order of worship that is called
‘liturgy’. Liturgy means the ‘work of the people.” During the last month,
all of us participated in some extra liturgy. With the longer gospel
lessons, you had to involve your heart and mind as the Word of God was
shared. Many of our members participated in reading character parts of
these longer texts. Certainly our choir and hand bell choirs were busy
planning and practicing and then sharing special music. On April 23,
various members of our congregation shared their reasoning behind why
they enjoy volunteer work. We know many more of you could have
shared as well. The work of the church is not just what happens inside the
walls of the church building, but it is how we live our life everyday as
God’s beloved children. Hopefully our worship life together equips us to
live faithful lives each and every day.

During the month of May we will continue our celebration of the
resurrection. The season of Easter lasts for seven weeks, leading up to the
day of Pentecost, the day we recall the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
all people.

Please add your voice and your work to our worship life as we thank,
praise and bless God each and every week.
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Calling all graduates: If you know a member of the church who is
graduating this year, please let us know, and if possible, share with us
what the graduate’s future plans are. You may send the info via e-mail to:
office@stpaulsbville.org.




A NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY IS COMING!

It’s time for a new St. Paul’s pictorial directory! Our last one was done in
2011.

We have contracted with Lifetouch to do the new directory. That’s the
same company we used for the 2011 directory.

You will receive a call from a congregation member to tell you more
about the program and to sign you up for a photo session. Four photo
sessions are scheduled, each from 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM: Wednesday, May
31; Thursday, June 1; Monday, June 5; and Tuesday, June 6.

Carol Weiser (610-967-5534) and Rosemary Lehman (610-966-2469) are
managing the project.

Watch for more information.




MAY 2017 SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

The month of May signifies the close of our Sunday school program year.
As we prepare for our last day on May 21, we are So grateful for our
teachers, students and the strengthened connections made with God, Jesus
and our church.

Before our year closes out, we are looking forward to the following
activities:

Noisy Change Offering — May 7

To help our children learn more about selfless giving and
helping our community, each has been collecting loose
change at home. They will bring their change to church
on Sunday, May 7 for the church’s noisy change offering.
Change collected will benefit the American Cancer
Society (ACS), as voted upon by the students. We
encourage you to bring your loose change on May 7 or to talk to any of
our Sunday school children to support their effort.

End of Year Celebration — May 21

On Sunday May 21 we will celebrate the close of our Sunday school year
with games and other fun activities. We will also perform our annual
garden cleanup/flower planting out in front of the church. All are
welcome to join us in this effort with hands or donations of flowers/plants
for the effort. Please see me for more information.

Our Sunday school students will also celebrate by singing in church on
May 21. We look forward to again singing for you!

We send heartfelt thanks to our Sunday school teachers and helpers for
their yearlong support and effort. Your dedication and commitment to
sharing the love of God with our children is greatly appreciated. Please
share your thanks with these wonderful individuals: Tom Kellogg, Amy
Brenfleck, Sandi Wagaman, Anita Eisenhard, Sandi Christoffersen and
Judy Noll.

(continued on next page)



Special thanks is also extended to all our parents and children for their
commitment to our program!

If you are interested in helping with our Sunday school program please
contact Taryne Williams. Opportunities in curriculum and special event
planning, Christmas pageant, joint music and church/child connections
exist, and we are always open to suggestions/help with planning and
support.

BREAKFAST POTLUCK
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“JESUS, STAND AMONG US”

Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power; \

Let this time of worship be a hallowed hour. *

Breathe the Holy Spirit into every heart;
Bid the fears and sorrows from each soul depart.

Thus with quickened footsteps we pursue our way,
watching for the dawning of eternal day.

—William Pennefather



BIKE-A-THON FOR WORLD HUNGER
MAY 13, 2017

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 13, to
k% participate in the synod’s 5" annual Bike-A-Thon for
Qﬂo 4 World Hunger which will be held from 9am-1pm at the
beautifully scenic Bob Rodale Cycling & Fitness Park in
Breinigsville (directly across from the velodrome).
Letters will be sent out to all | congregations containing

sisters and brothers in Christ while raising funds for a

all the details, necessary forms, and sponsor sheets.
am «i# Come and enjoy a nice time of fellowship with your
great cause. See you at the park!

SAVE THE DATE FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
July 24™- July 28"
6-8:30 PM
Ages 3-12
Calling all kids please save the date for our upcoming VBS this year. Our
theme is DEEP SEA DISCOVERY!

We will learn about bible stories that take place near the sea.

We are in the need for VOLUNTEERS! If you are interested in helping in
any way please contact Katie Pisauro or Anita Eisenhard in church.

We are excited for another great year of VBS!!!



WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF AMERICA

The monthly meeting was held on April 11, attended by 8 ladies.
Upcoming Events:

e April 22, Spring Cluster Meeting, Weisenberg Lutheran Church, New
Tripoli, PA. Topic: Vaccinations/Immunizations.

e May 20, Northeastern PA Synod, 28™ Annual Convention, Hope
Lutheran Church, Cherryville, PA. Theme: 500 Years and Growing.
Registration deadline: April 29, 2017.

e Fall Fun Event, September 23, Hope Tatamy.

e Fall Cluster Meeting, October 14™, St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church,
Allentown. Topic: Identity Theft.

Our Bible Study was Galatians Christian Faith and Christian Freedom by
Kathryn A. Kleinhans

Heirs of the Promise.....Text 3:24-4:3. Discussed how Paul drew on the
firsthand experience of the Galatians themselves as well as the Hebrew
scriptures to make the case that the Galatians are part of God’s family
because of God’s gift and promise, not because of whether or not they
obey God’s law.

Please join us on May 10 at 9:30 a.m. for our next meeting.
Submitted by Sharon Bortz
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PRAYER CHAIN

A note to let you know that if anyone is in need of additional
prayers for someone in your family or someone you know,
please call Judy Walker at 610-351-6040 or cell # 610-573-
7117. She will start the prayer chain by calling the people
who serve on that committee. They in turn will keep extra
prayers going for that person. All we need is a name of
someone in need of prayer, a reason does not have to be
given as to why you want the extra prayers.

“WHY DON’T STREETLAMPS HAVE EARS?”

“Mom!” my 3-year-old self hissed at 6 a.m. “Why don’t streetlamps have
ears?” My mom later wrote (in a 1974 article) that she peered at me
sleepily, silently asking a question of her own: “Seriously?!”

That year | amused — and exasperated — my parents with countless
questions: “Why did sister leave one shoe here and one there?” “If God is
up in heaven, how did he make the grass?” “Why are dandelions yellow?”
To that query, Mom replied, “I guess that’s how God wanted them” —
and wrote, “In our house, we let God answer many of our questions.”

I still have questions: Why is my dynamic young friend dying of cancer?
Why are a parent’s own children sometimes hard to love? How can we
end war, poverty, sex trafficking? Should we donate money or save for
college? How, exactly, does salvation work? Sometimes science or
professionals are God’s instruments to answer my questions. Sometimes
answers come quietly to my heart — and sometimes they don’t come at
all.

Faith doesn’t mean never questioning. It means trusting enough to ask,
even when a question seems silly or pointless. Thanks, Mom and Dad, for
teaching me by your loving example that God always welcomes my
questions.

—Heidi Mann
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UPCOMING EVENTS

May 7 Noisy Offering
May 21 Last day for Sunday School — Kids sing in church
June 4 Potluck Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR!

May 7. May Play Day. Members of Lutheran congregations in the
Northeastern PA Synod — of all ages — are welcome to participate in “May
Play Day” at Bear Creek Camp. The synod’s Lutheran Youth Fellowship
and Bear Creek Camp are co-sponsoring this event. What can you expect?
Games! A campfire! Food! Fellowship! Worship around the campfire.
Registration information will be available soon. In the meantime, save the
date!

BIBLE QUIZ

Acts 17 describes Paul speaking about God to the people of Athens in
front of — incredibly! — a site that still exists. What is that site?

A. The Panathenaic Stadium

B. The Areopagus

C. The Acropolis and the Parthenon
D. The Temple of Hephaestus

Answer on page 16

IRON PIGS GAME
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2017

== We are trying something new.

. St. Paul’s will once again go to the Iron Pigs for a
ﬂﬂﬁpm - game on Sunday, September 3. We will be in
l s PenTeleData Porch (not the PPL patio).
~ Game time is 6:35 p.m. Cost is $37.00.
There are only 30 tickets available. Watch for a sign-up sheet.
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MAY
FOOD BANK ITEM OF THE MONTH

The congregation has donated to the Food Bank throughout the year but
the needs of those less fortunate continue. So please continue to bring
nonperishable food items along to worship.

Each month we plan to feature a food item, but any non-perishable food
will be acceptable.

THANK YOU to all who brought in canned soup or stews for our
monthly collection for the food bank.

During May our “food of the month” will be tuna & canned meat.

WILLING RECIPIENTS

A young graduate longed for a certain sports car and knew his dad could
afford it. So on the big day, he was infuriated to receive instead a leather-
bound, embossed Bible. He threw it down and left for good.

Years later, after his father died, the son entered his father’s study with
sorrow and regret. Sorting through belongings, he found the gift and this
highlighted verse: “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11, ESV). Suddenly
something dropped from the back of the Bible: a key with a tag from the
dealer of the car he’d wanted long ago. On the tag was his graduation date
and the words “Paid in Full.”

How often we miss out on God’s generous gifts because they come
“packaged” differently than we expect! At graduation — and throughout
life — may we be open to every gift God bestows on us with a Father’s
deep love.
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HOSPITALIZED?

If you are in the hospital, please let the church office
know. The hospitals have updated their computers, and
unfortunately, we are not getting accurate reporting of
members in the hospital. Our code # is 321.

TREXLERTOWN SENIOR ASSOCIATION

The Trexlertown Seniors are looking for new members. We meet
every Tuesday at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Our meetings start at 1:00 p.m. Some come a little early to socialize.
Light refreshments are served.

From time to time we have a speaker come in. We play bingo, have
trivia, play cards, pinochle and more. Once in a while we have
entertainment with a piano player and a sing-a-long.

If you have any questions, stop in and attend one of our meetings.

BEGINNING ... AND BEGINNING AGAIN

During the coming weeks, as you or loved ones celebrate graduation,
remember it isn’t a closed door, an end or a farewell. Instead, it’s an
entryway threshold, a beginning, a hello — and one of many such
opportunities that mark life.

“God wants us to know that life is a series of beginnings, not endings, just
as graduations are not terminations but commencements,” writes Bernie
Siegel. “Creation is an ongoing process, and when we create a perfect
world where love and compassion are shared by all, suffering will cease.”

Of course, we can “create a perfect world” only by letting God guide our
actions. So, dear graduates, may you partner with God to meet suffering
with love, kindness and compassion through all the new beginnings of
your life!
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Dear Ministry Colleagues in the name of Jesus Christ,

Each year | appreciate the opportunity to thank congregation members
for offerings provided in support of synod and churchwide ministries.
Likewise, | am eager to applaud your leadership as you call attention to
the expansive breadth of God’s love and the immeasurable scope of God’s
desire for healing, justice, and peace. Members of your congregation and
you help empower this church to bear witness to God’s love, healing
justice and peace through generous mission support.

This letter of appreciation only begins to express my gratitude, the
gratitude of congregations across the ELCA, and the gratitude of those
touched by the many ministries generated by mission support. | hope,
however, that you will convey my appreciation, as well as the gratitude of
others, to the members of your congregation.

When the time arises that a member of the synod staff or | might assist
you or members of your congregation in better understanding the
ministries of the whole church, please be in touch. There are many good
stories, and we love to tell them.

The Gospel reading for Epiphany 5 contains these words of Jesus:
“You are the light of the world.” | want every “you” on this synod’s
territory to feel the exhilaration of the call to faithful discipleship that
Jesus expresses in this address. And I want all of those “yous” to be swept
up in our Lord’s vision of how far God’s creative power is prepared go.

With exhilaration and gratitude that | have the opportunity to be in
ministry with you,

The Rev. Samuel R. Zeiser

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod

To the members of St. Paul’s,
Thank you for your donation of $100.00 to Bear Creek Camp. Your
contribution will be used for our summer programs.
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THANK YOU LETTER
Dear Rev. Stoneback:

Thank you! Your generous donation of $100 is helping to provide
nutritious meals to over 450 homebound seniors and adults with
disabilities each day---170, 000 meals each year.

It is your belief in our work that allows us to subsidize meals costs for
95% of the people we serve, who would not be able to afford their meals
without your help.

If you’re wondering how your donation is having an impact on the
lives of the people we serve, just read the results of our recent client
survey:

e 98% say that Meals on Wheels is helping them live independently
in their own home.

e 95% say that on a typical day Meals on Wheels provides them with
their main source of food.

e 91% report their nutrition has improved.

e 51% would have to skip meals if they did not have Meals on
Wheels.

e For 48%, the volunteer is the only visitor they have on typical
delivery day.

e For 29%, the volunteer is the only person they see in a typical
week.

As you can see, your donation is making a difference. Thank you for
playing such an important role in our ability to carry out our mission and
improve the lives of our homebound neighbors.

Sincerely

Michele Grasso
Director of Development and Communications

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWER

Answer: B (See Acts 17:22.)
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ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
Lutherans Come to North America

Most of us know that Lutheranism had its start in Germany with Martin
Luther. But when and how did it come over to North America? The story
begins with the arrival of a pastor with a distinctive name, at least to our
ears. On April 17, 1640, Swedish pastor Reorus Torkillus arrived in Fort
Christina, near present-day Wilmington, Delaware. The Swedish
government was developing a small settlement there and needed someone
to attend to the spiritual needs of the Swedish immigrants.

If we wish to see a sustained presence of Lutherans, though, we must wait
about a hundred years. Germans had begun arriving in America in the
1680s, with most settling in Pennsylvania and upstate New York but
others heading for Louisiana and the southeastern colonies. Many were
fleeing poor conditions in Germany, and though they brought their beliefs
from home, there was, at first, no provision for Lutheran pastors. But in
1741 Lutherans in Pennsylvania issued a call to a thirty-year-old pastor in
Saxony, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. He arrived in Philadelphia in 1742.
Muhlenberg turned out to be an excellent choice. Not only was he untiring
in his pastoral work, but he laid the foundations for what would become
the Lutheran church in America. He helped more congregations to
organize and call pastors. He called into existence the first North
American organization of Lutherans, the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. He
helped prepare a standard Lutheran liturgy and create a constitution. He
even contributed deeply to a hymnal published in 1786.

Lutherans kept coming from different European lands. Swedes and
Norwegians settled largely in the upper Midwest; Danes were more
widespread. German immigrants were concentrated in a band across the
northern part of the country, but they also established concentrations in
places like Missouri and Texas. Slovaks, heirs to Luther’s predecessor Jan
Hus, also arrived. Often these groups set up their own separate church
systems, such as the Augustana Synod, the Norwegian Synod, and the
German-based General Synod. Then there were groups that formed in
opposition to teachings of the earlier groups, like the Hauge Synod and the
Missouri Synod. Mergers have occurred, but so have divisions. Currently
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is by far the largest Lutheran
body in the United States, followed by the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod and many smaller bodies.
17



But the story doesn’t end with the first immigrations from northern
Europe. The nineteenth century brought increased missionary activity to
the scene, and in time some of those who had been taught by these
missionaries also came to North America, bringing their own Lutheran
customs. So now our mix includes heritages such as Ethiopian, Nigerian,
Liberian, Korean, Chinese, Indian, Palestinian, Brazilian, and many more.
Where can your congregation trace its roots?

Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
The following memorial contribution has been received in memory of
Walter Spall:
Co-workers of Kenneth Arndt
Deli C. Grim
Betty Hildenbrand
Reginald & Karen Hollar
Lower Macungie Township
Bruce & Sandi Wagaman

“Do not be afraid of tomorrow, for God is already there.”
—Unknown

*khkhkkkkkkhkhkhkikikikkik . %

“Faith is like wi-fi: 1t’s invisible, but it has the power to connect you to
what you need.”
—Unknown
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF OUR
CHURCH IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Karen Feimster Judy Miller Helen Kessler
Betty Marchetti Robert Miller Gloria Selig
Kathy Shryock Ginny Wingard Larry Wingard
1 Mason Sallit 15 Neali Feimster
2 Gretchen Gotthard 16 Paul Xander
4 Esther Nolfe 17 Peggy Apgar
5 Jesse Eisenhard 17 Carole Beck
7 Landon Wagner 18 Kyana Maslany
7 Carol Weiser 18 Kelly Morgenstern
8 Robert Bruchak 18 Adrianna Wiswesser
9 Richard Spengler 18 Robert Yeager
11 Aubrie Pavlacka 22 Sophia Mesko
11 Peggy Saylor 22 Warren Schlenker
11 Jeff Waltemyer 25 Michael Morgenstern
12 Brynn Reeger 25 Joe Thompson
12 David Reinhard 26 Reno Thomas

1 Susan & Al Ferguson

*% 8 Ken & Janine Ritter
19 James & Joyce Eisenhard
Q 19 Eric & Robin Montgomery
& 21 Anthony & Katie Pisauro
%t} ANNIVERSARIES 23 John & Heather Caricari
24 Rosalie & Timothy Gallagher
27 Ethan & Vanessa Eiswerth
27 Kevin & Carli Henichek
29 David & Patrice Walters

PASTORIAL ACTS
FUNERAL
Pastor Laura officiated at the funeral of Dottie Moll on April 21, 2017.
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER IS

MAY 14, 201/

PLEASE HAVE YOUR
ARTICLES SUBMITTED TO
THE CHURCH OFFICE
BY THIS DATE.

“Mom — you deserve a
raise for raising me.”

CHURCH OFFICE: 610-398-7000
HOSPITAL CODE: #321
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
EMAIL.: office@stpaulsbville.org
Website: www.stpaulsbville.org

STAFE
Pastor.......ccocveevivieeenns The Reverend Laura L. Stoneback
Organist/Choir Director .............ccecvevvennen. Mrs. Judy Noll
Handbell Director..........cccceeevveeevennne. Mr. Richard Steltz
Parish Secretary ..........ccocceveennenn. Mrs. Cindy Krasnansky
1D (0] o Mr. Charlie Meitzler
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30 a.m.-Bible Study 10:00 a.m.-TOPS
6:15 p.m.-Joyful
Ringers
7:30 p.m.-Choir
7 4" SUNDAY OF EASTER 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00 a.m.-Morning Bells 9:30 a.m.-Bible Study 12:00 p.m.-Trexlertown | 9:30 a.m.-W-ELCA 10:00 a.m.-TOPS 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.-
9:15 a.m.-Sunday School Sr. Assoc. 7:00 p.m.-Council 6:15 p.m.-Joyful Bike-A-Thon At Bob
10:30 a.m.-Worship-Noisy Ringers Rodale Cycling & Fitness
Offering 7:30 p.m.-Choir Park
14 5" SUNDAY OF EASTER 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 a.m.-Morning Bells 9:30 a.m.-Bible Study ELECTION DAY W-ELCA Synod
9:15 a.m.-Sunday School 1:00 p.m.—Stewardship 10:00 a.m.-TOPS Convention At Hope
10:30 a.m.-Worship Committee 7:00 p.m.-Property 6:15 p.m.-Joyful Lutheran Church,
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE Committee Ringers-Last Cherryville
Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.-Choir
ARMED
FORCES
21 6" SUNDAY OF EASTER 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00 a.m.-Morning Bells 9:30 a.m.-Bible Study 12:00 p.m.-Trexlertown | 10:30 a.m.-Rowdy 10:00 a.m.-TOPS
9:15 a.m.-Sunday School-Last Sr. Assoc. Bunch 7:30 p.m.-Choir-Last
10:30 a.m.-Worship Rehearsal
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Those Who Serve for the Month of May If you cannot fulfill an assigned duty, please notify the council
Council Person: Anita Eisenhard 484-221-0445 person of the month or call the church office at 610-398-7000.
Sunday, May 7, 2017 Sunday, May 21, 2017

Altar Guild: Janine Ritter

Lay Assistant: Sandi Wagaman

Greeters: Madeline MacMechan, Betty Marchetti

Reader: June Kellogg

Communion Bread: Madeline MacMechan

Communion Assistant: Nicole Wiswesser

Ushers: Frank Bennighoff, Carlene Brumbach, Brooke Brumbach,
Bob Nickisher, Aubrie Pavlacka

Altar Guild: Rebecca Theodore

Lay Assistant: Daisy Pearson

Greeters: Melody and Garrett Pavlacka

Reader: Wells Rampen

Communion Bread: Diane Kropf

Communion Assistant: Sharon Bortz

Ushers: Melanie Dimovitz, Richard Hartley, Shayla Morgan,
Marilyn Thomas, Jeff Waltemyer

Sunday, May 14, 2017 Sunday, May 28, 2017

Altar Guild: Alice Bastian

Lay Assistant: Dick Steltz

Greeters: Lisa Newhard & Joshua Solderich

Reader: Sandi Wagaman

Communion Bread: Florence Metzel

Communion Assistant: Bob Bruchak

Ushers: Cecilia Ajamu, Rosemary Lehman, Martha Lindenmuth,
Madeline MacMechan, Garret Pavlacka

Altar Guild: Mary Schneider

Lay Assistant: June Kellogg

Greeters: Joyce and Jim Eisenhard

Reader: Meredith Schmoyer

Communion Bread: Jennifer Schmoyer

Communion Assistant: Sue Firth

Ushers: Robert Bruchak, Matthew Bruchak, Cal Fetherolf,
Joseph Mironov, Westley Mironov



Stewardship hosted a "Thank You Volunteers"
Sunday to kick off National Volunteer Week.
Martha Lindenmuth, Dick Steltz, Carl Seibert, Joe
Thompson, and Taryne Williams spoke about why
they volunteer. Amy Brenfleck, who couldn’'t
attend Sunday, wrote about volunteering and
Pastor Laura read.
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Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

Keynote Speaker
Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kleinhans

Dr. Kleinhans
is Professor of
Religion at
Wartburg
Collegein
Waverly, lowa.
She joined the
Wartburg
faculty in 1993 as the first woman
teaching full-time in Religion.

Her teaching responsibilities are
primarily in Christian theology and
church history, with an emphasis on
Martin Luther and the theology and
history of the Reformation.

She writes and speaks frequently on
the relevance of Luther and the
Reformation today - especially in light
of the 500th anniversary of the
beginning of the Reformation in
2017.

Dr. Kleinhans is an ordained pastor of
the ELCA. Before coming to
Wartburg, she served as one of the
pastors of the Lutheran Church of the
Atonement in Atlanta, Georgia.

She has served the ELCA at the
national level in several capacities.
Currently she is a member of the
Women and Justice Task Force, and a
member of the Entrance Rite
Discernment Group for the ELCA's
proposed Word and Service roster.

Dr. Kleinhans will speak on Friday
afternoon and Saturday morning.
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UNLEASHED

For Reformation 2017

Synod Assembly 2017

June 2-3

Kalahari Resort & Convention Center
Pocono Mountain, PA

Ever been to an Annual Synod Assembly?

It's the largest gathering of Lutheran congregations
in northeastern Pennsylvania...

...and all members of every congregation
in the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod are invited.

Every congregation elects two voting members
to take part in the official business of the assembly.
But there are plenty of seats for visitors.

So, if you're not elected as a voting member of your congregation,
come to the assembly and be enriched
by the supercharged spirit of life together in Christ.
(You must register for meals with the synod office.)

Let your imagination be stirred by ministries on display
in God's Playground.

Gain insight from our keynote speaker
about Lutherans “unleashed"” for ministry in challenging times.

Add your voice to the hymns, prayers, and acclamations lifted up during

the Service of Holy Communion on June 2.

To learn more about the 2017 Synod Assembly and the schedule of
assembly events, go to http://nepasynod.org/synod-assembly-2017.
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Lutheran Youth
Fellowship Assembly

June 16-18
Muhlenberg College

“Love in Action” is
the theme of this
year's Lutheran
Youth Fellowship
Assembly which
will be held at
Muhlenberg

LOVE IN ACTION!

College from June 16-18.

The theme for this year's assembly is
taken from Romans 12:9-21. Pastor
Nelson Quinones will serve as the
chaplain.

Workshops, worship, group games, a
dance, and more are all part of the
weekend which also includes plenary
sessions (meetings) for discussing
issues that matter to youth.

Registration and additional
information about the assembly are
on the synod website at http://

nepasynod.org/event/lutheran-youth-
fellowship-2017.

Lutheran Day
at the Capitol

May 22 - Trinity, Camp Hill

With the political divisions and
hostilities of today, it is critical that
our voice, as the people of God, be
heard as a reminder that all are made
in God's image. How can we be
Church Together, for the sake of the
world, in Pennsylvania? For more
information and to register, visit
http://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org
and scroll down to “Events.”

Kalahari Resort & Conventions

: WEI:C.O.;\A/lE O,
KALAHAR!‘%

This year's venue for Synod Assembly offers a unique opportunity for
your whole family to enjoy the experience, whether you are a delegate
or a visitor to the Assembly.

Kalahari has America's largest indoor waterpark at 220,000 sq. ft. It
features a retractable roof, stand-up surfing or body boarding on the
FlowRider, the twists and turns of the Anaconda and Swahili Swirl
waterslides, relaxing lazy river, and indoor/outdoor family hot tub. Ride
the waves in the wave pool or experience tons of activities for the little
ones and much, much more!

The Resort has set aside a block of rooms for the Assembly. Rates are for
up to four guests per room. To make a reservation call 888-742-9099
and identify yourself as attending the Northeastern PA Synod Assembly.
Luggage can be stored with the resort until 4:00 p.m. check-in time.

The cost of the room includes admission to the park for the four people
staying in the room beginning at noon the day of your arrival and
ending when the park closes the day you check out. Guests can be
family members or friends not attending the assembly.

Check out www.kalahariresorts.com for more information.

Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
2354 Grove Road, Allentown PA 18109; 610-266-5101.
nepsinfo1988@gmail.com; www.godslove.org
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June 2017 LMD NL news will be due May 15, 2017. E-Mail any
information to me at Imd.newslettereditor@gmail.com.

“Bhutan: A Kingdom of Sexy Happiness” and “India: A Country
of Considerable Contrasts” The public is cordially invited to attend
the following photographic presentations by John and Dianne Kareha
Deisinger in Crest Hall of Luther Crest, 800 Hausman Road,
Allentown, PA 18104:

Tues., May 2nd, 2:30 p.m.: “Bhutan: A Kingdom of Sexy Happiness”
Tues., June 6th, 2:30 p.m.: “India: A Country of Considerable
Contrasts”

The 2017 schedule for Lutheran Congregational Services’ Lay
Eucharistic Visitor Training is now available. Trainings will be held
May 13t (St. Michael's, Sellersville), Sept. 16t (Christ Lutheran,
Hellertown) and Oct 7th (St. John’s, Stroudsburg). Details and
registration information at www.lutherancongregationalservices.org.
Your congregation may also schedule a special training for $250 +
facilitator mileage. Thrivent Action Team grant funding can be used for
educational trainings like this! Questions? Call Pastor Jennifer
Ollikainen at 610-425-2981.

Save These CROP Dates!
Greater Allentown CROP Hunger Walk: Sun., Oct. 8, 2017, 1:30
p.m., with registration beginning at 12:45 p.m. at St. Timothy Lutheran
Church, 140 S. Ott St., Allentown, PA 18104.

CROP Recruiters’ Pizza Party/Kick-off: Sun., Aug. 27, 2017, 1:30-
2:30 p.m. (to receive materials, ideas, and inspiration for yourself and
your congregation) at St. Timothy Lutheran Church, 140 S. Ott St.,
Allentown, PA 18104. Thank you for your support of our neighbors in
need locally and around the globe!

Available for Lease: St. Peter's Hanover Ave., Allentown, is looking
for a non-profit organization who would like to lease our former
parsonage (also former offices of Lutheran Congregational Services)
located next to the church at 1923 Hanover Ave. Please call the
church office at 610-432-8762 to set up an appointment to discuss
your needs. We are open to creative ideas to use this property in a
cooperative effort to the benefit of those in our society who need
assistance.

Employment, Internship, and Volunteer Opportunities at Luther
Crest. If you or someone you know would like to explore employment,
internship, or volunteer opportunities in nursing, dining services,
activities, pastoral care, or other services among senior adults, please
contact Luther Crest at 610-398-8011. For more information, please
contact Rev. Virginia Heimer, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest 610-
391-8210.

Luther Crest hosts “Theology, Literature, and Coffee”. Luther
Crest will host a Moravian Theological Seminary-sponsored course,
“Theology, Literature and Coffee” (TLC), which will be held at Luther
Crest, 800 Hausman Road, Allentown, on Mondays, Oct. 2nd, 16th,
and 30th, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Enjoy a time of learning and fellowship as
theological themes in selected literature are presented and
discussed. Cost for the series is $20 with early registration
discount before September 18 ($25 after 9/18/17), and beverages
will be provided. To register, please contact Moravian Theological
Seminary (610-861-1516) or
www.moravianseminary.edu/continuingeducation

Books to be discussed are:

Oct. 2nd: Of Love and Other Demons by Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
ISBN: 1400034922 Leader: Nelson Quinones, St. John Lutheran
Church, Fogelsville

Oct. 16%: Silence by Shusaku Endo, ISBN: 125008227

Leader: Nelvin Vos, St. John Lutheran Church, Allentown

Oct. 30t: A Man Called Ove by Fedrik Backman, ISBN: 1476738025
Leader: Ruth Marcon, First Presbyterian Church, Allentown

THANK YOU!! - to those who have contributed their time, talents, and
donations of goods and money to the Crossroads Day Shelter at St.
Paul's-Allentown. This ministry is possible only because of people like
you! From May 1st until October 31st, Crossroads will only be open
at certain times, due to the lack of volunteers and staffing. If you are
interested and able to donate a few hours a week, perhaps we can be
open a bit more. In the meanwhile, contributions are always
welcome! Call St. Paul's at 610-435-9065.

Can you provide an hour or two per week to help someone who
wants to change their life? St Luke’s at 417 N 7t St, Allentown still
has an ongoing need for volunteers to assist as tutors or substitutes
for our growing multi-level ELL Program for individuals who
desperately want to learn English. No foreign language needed.
Contact Leslie Talago or Pastor Lamb at 610-434-3943 or
stluke@enter.net for class times and orientation sessions.
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UNLEASHED
For Reformation 2017
NEPA Synod Assembly

Having celebrated Easter 2017, it's time for us to contemplate and
prepare for the next major celebration in our Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod. Our 30t Annual Assembly is scheduled for June 2-3 at the
Kalahari Resort & Convention Center in Pocono Manor.

Assemblies are always special events, but this one has the added
distinction of including our major celebration of the 500t
Anniversary of the Reformation.

This means that the major Eucharistic Celebration of this event on
Friday at 4:30PM will be our Synod’s primary worship event
dedicated to this remembrance. Bishop Zeiser will be preaching
and Mark Mummert will be providing the musical support. Even if
you are not registered as a delegate or even a visitor to this Assembly,
please be encouraged to include this very special event in your
schedule and plan on “visiting” this special worship opportunity.

Obviously, there will also be several special presentations
regarding the Reformation and its relationship to our present
church world and expectations for the foreseeable future. This
consideration will be in the hands of The Rev. Dr. Kathryn
Kleinhans. Dr. Kleinhans is a Professor at Wartburg College, Waverly,
lowa. Her teaching responsibilities focus primarily on Christian
theology and church history, with a special emphasis on Martin Luther
and the theology and history of the Reformation. She is well-known for
her presentations on the relevance of Luther and the Reformation today
— especially in light of the 500t anniversary of the beginning of the
Reformation this year (2017). Her presentations are scheduled for mid-
afternoon Friday and Saturday morning. It is anticipated that her
contributions will challenge us to reflect on our present stance in
relationship to the Reformation and to vision where our worlds
may be evolving during the next 50 or more years.

This will obviously be a very special Assembly and it is anticipated that
it will include some special projections for the future in the spirit of the
celebration of the 500t Anniversary of the Reformation. If you are
among those who are expected to attend this event and you haven't yet
registered, please be reminded that discounted registrations must be
filed no later than Friday, May 12, and that the final deadline for
registrations is Friday, May 19. Although there is no fee, visitors are
also expected to register. Registration forms and additional
information is available from Debbie Frey in the Synod Office (610-
266-5101 or debbie@nepsynod.org).

We are privileged to be celebrating a half-century since Martin Luther
stepped forward to lay the groundwork which ultimately led to the
establishment of our Lutheran Church and, more importantly, the
documentation from which our tradition has evolved across those 500
years. This year's Synod Assembly will certainly remind us of this
celebration and affirm our intention to follow in this tradition. Our
involvement will certainly be welcomed.

Pastor Richard Stough
LMD Secretary

1987-2017

OPERATION SUNSHINE
36 S. 8™ St, Allentown, PA 18101
Phone: 610-435-9155
Open: Mon 11-3 Wed. 9-4
E-mail: LMDopsunshine@aol.com
Web site: www.LMDopsunshine.com
Paula & Dick Skelly Co-Trip Coordinators
Day of Trip Emergency Number 610-417-3286

Operation Sunshine is a non-profit fellowship opportunity within our
Mission District, run solely by volunteers. Please join us and invite your
friends as we enjoy a variety of venues together.
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June 21 (Wed.) — Paper Mill Playhouse — MARY POPPINS - Based on the
stories by P.L. Travers and one of the most popular films of all time! Mary
Poppins takes us on a magical and memorable adventure. It's an enchanting
mixture of irresistible story, unforgettable songs, breathtaking dance numbers,
and a little bit of magic. This is a show that received nominations for nine Olivier
and seven Tony Awards, including best musical. It's a
SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS musical adventure! Lunch at
Charlie Brown’s Fresh Grill.

Bus leaves St. Timothy’s at 9:30 AM and will return approximately 6 PM
Cost $98 Payment Deadline: Thurs., May 18

July 12 (Wed.) — Fulton Theatre — NEWSIES - The toast of Broadway for over
two years, Newsies is based on the real-life Newsboy Strike of 1899. Day in
and day out a young group of scrappy and spirited newsboys carry the banner,
hoping for a major headline so they can sell enough “papes” to survive the
harrowing streets of New York City... until they become the headline! Lunch at
The Pressroom. Please call the office for lunch menu choices at the time of
reservation.

Bus leave St. Timothy’s at 10 AM and will return approximately 6 PM

Cost $97 Payment Deadline: Thurs., June 8

“MULTI- DAY TRIPS**

June 5 (Mon.) to June 8 (Thurs) - ARK ENCOUNTER AND CREATION
MUSEUM, Williamstown, KY with an overnight in Wheeling, WV (4 Days-3
Nights) Join Operation Sunshine on a tour of Biblical proportions! Travel with
us to tour a full-sized replica of Noah's Ark, built to specifications from the Bible
and then a day at the 70,000 square-foot Creation museum that brings the
pages of the Bible to life. Travel for a night in Wheeling, WV before arriving at
our home base in Cincinnati for nights 2 and 3. Dinners include a German
dinner with entertainment at the first authentic Hofbrauhaus in America and a
scenic riverboat dinner cruise.

Join us September 20-30, 2017 for - ON THE TRAIL of MARTIN LUTHER
Travel with Operation Sunshine and Collette faith on a trip to Germany to
celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.

Now on a First-Come First Served basis.

For a flyers and pricing information on these trips, please contact
the Operation Sunshine office.
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